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he Air Force's first William
Tell air-to-air competition in 8
years took flight at Tyndall AFB,
Panama City, Fla., Nov 8 - 19, 2004.
This marked the 50th anniversary of
William Tell, a biennial competition
named after the legendary Swiss ar-
cher. It was placed on hold the past
8 years due to military operations
tempo and contingency requirements.
The two-week event showcased the
air-to-air capabilities of F-15C units
representing four major commands
and the Air National Guard. The meet
also included weapons loading, main-
tenance team, and weapons director
competitions.
The past decade has seen a sharp
transition in how America goes to war.

Airmen have also had to change to keep
up with the demands of new threats,
enemies -and technologies. Hence, Wil-
liam Tell 2004 has changed and evolved
— which is reflected in the profiles being
flown and how the teams are scored.

“This competition has left its roots
as an air intercept event to become an
air superiority event,” said Lt Col Edward
Nagler, William Tell director.

Members of the 64th Aggressor
Squadron based at Nellis AFB, Nev.,
served as “adversaries” for the first time
this year. Other changes included equip-
ping the aircraft with short-range, me-
dium-range and long-range weapons and
evaluating aircrews on their response to
the threats in day and night scenarios,
Nagler added.
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Maj Gen Stephen Goldfein, Air
Warfare Center commander at Nellis
AFB, Nev., outlined four objectives for
the competition: validating the efficiency
and effectiveness of current tactics
and procedures; getting participants
to put forth 100 percent; positively
representing combat power in the Air
Force; and ensuring each person and
piece of equipment made it back to
home station, “back where they belong,
so they are ready to carry out the mission
when called upon,” he said.

A “profile” in William Tell includes
a scenario, the way the jet is outfitted
for the mission, and elements used.
This year's William Tell consisted of five
profiles, including an element of two
F-15s vs. four enemy aircraft in a lane
defense profile; an AIM-120 and AIM-9
missile live fire; an F-15 four-ship versus
an unknown number of enemy aircraft in
a lane defense profile; an aerial gunnery
combat banner live-fire mission; and
an Operation NOBLE EAGLE scenario,
involving the scrambling of two F-15Cs
to intercept an ‘“unknown aircraft”
approaching the Florida coastline.

“The five different profiles we came
up with reflect what is expected from Air
Force pilots today in two-ship or four-
ship teams, in deployment of short or
long-range weapons, and in protecting
the homeland,” said Lt Col Randy Chow,
the William Tell deputy director, 53rd
Weapons Evaluation Group, Tyndall
AFB, Fla.

“These five profiles encompass the
best range of scenarios during wartime,”
said Capt Florence Richburg, chief of
Tabulation and Verification, 53 WEG.

Scoring was based on a number of
variables — including weapons directors,
weapons loaders, and maintenance
team performance. In the dog-fighting
profiles, competitors were scored on
kills and timeliness. Penalties included
being killed, inflicting fratricide, or, if the
profile called for it, allowing an enemy to
cross a designated boundary the pilots
were charged to protect. In the live-fire
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drone exercise, the two-ship fired two
long-range missiles before crossing a
designated barrier point to determine
short-range and long-range accuracy. In
the live-fire banner exercise, two fighters
took turns firing at the bulis-eye in a
large banner, which was drug 2,000 feet
behind another aircraft. When the two
fighters finished firing at the banner, the
plane dropped the banner at the flight
line. The judges counted the holes in
the banner to determine the score.

Along with scoring the aircrews,
maintenance and weapons loading
crews were evaluated. This competition
demonstrated the need for all members
of the team to perform at their peak in
order to win.

In such a busy environment it is
easy to lose sight of the big picture, as
a result weapons directors also compete.
Weapons directors are combat controllers
of the sky. They monitor radar to teli
pilots where the enemy is and direct
aircraft to the targets during a mission.
Each major command team at William
Tell had two weapons directors to help
their pilots come out on top.

“We give (pilots) that extra look
because they can only see so far with
their radar,” said Capt Daniel Wrazien,
an Air Combat Command team weapons
director from the 552nd Operations
Support Squadron at Tinker AFB, Okla.

Weapons directors work aboard
surveillance aircraft such as the E-3
Airborne Warning and Control System or
the E-8 Joint Surveillance Target Attack
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Radar System. Weapons directors are not
to be confused with air traffic controllers,
whose main job is to make sure aircraft
safely fly in the airspace.

“Instead of keeping aircraft apart,
we bring them together,” said Senior
Airman Randy Stinnett, another ACC
team weapons director from the 963rd
Airborne Air Control Squadron at Tinker.

While at William Tell, weapons
directors will compete on all profiles
except the banner shoot.

“You can't really see a banner on a
radar monitor,” Airman Stinnett said.

But the weapons directors can
see the tow aircraft on the monitor and
tell the pilot what air tactic to use to
intercept the enemy explained Captain
Wrazien.

As soon as the team’s aircraft
take off, the pilots check in with their
weapons directors. The weapons
directors also assist in identifying friend,
foe and neutrals along with monitoring
area orientation so the pilots remain in
training airspace and avoid commercial
planes. Once the weapons directors
pinpoint the enemy aircraft, they transmit
a series of code via radio to tell the pilots
the quickest direction to catch the bad
guys said the captain. From there, the
weapons directors sit back, watch the
radar and let the pilots know of any
changes. Weapons directors are trained
to know when to jump in the battle.

“If you don't speak up at the right
time, you can get someone killed,”
Airman Stinnett said.

Situational awareness is crucial to
being a weapons director, but another
important aspect of the job is knowledge

of all aircraft — both friendly and
adversary.

“The tough part of the job is that
you have to be an expert on all aircraft
... SO you constantly have to stay in
the books to keep fresh,” said Airman
Stinnett.

However, during William Tell and
during real-world scenarios, all the hard
work pays off in the end when a mission
is successfully completed said Captain
Wrazien.

So welcome back William Tell!
Although operations tempo remains
high with Air Force members supporting
the Global War on Terror, William Tell
planners hope resuming the event will
help foster the exchange of tactics
and better prepare Airmen for combat
operations.

Editor’s note: Contributions to this
article from Langley PA news release,
“William Tell Competition Resumes
After Eight-year Break,” October 20,
2004, and The Archer #1, 2, 3, 4 and
5.
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“Be a broken record”
by MSgt Ken Franks, USAF

“I AM NOT

GETTING IN THE CAR WITH YOU,

YOU'VE BEEN DRINKING,
BESIDES THAT,

MY DAD WOULD

KILL ME i~ +e

FOUND our!”

Photo by: SSgt Samuel A. Bendet
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Third Rabies Case Reported

he year’s third confirmed
case of rabies and the
sixth within the space of 3
months has been reported
in Gillespie County by the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services.

Occurring Feb 15 the case in-
volved a rabid cat that attacked a man'’s
dog 7 miles south of Fredericksburg.

According to the department’s Re-
gion 8 Zoonosis Control Office in Uval-
de, after attacking the dog, the cat ran
“screaming and shaking” under a car.

When the cat came out from under
the vehicle, the man shot it and then
took it to a veterinary hospital for rabies
testing.

The man's dog was reportedly cur-
rent on its rabies vaccination but was
given a booster shot and put in 45-day
isolation as a precaution.

The case was the sixth in 2005 for
the 28 counties making up Region 8.

Earlier this year in the county,
there were confirmed reports of a rabid
skunk 12 miles east of Fredericksburg
on Jan 18 and a rabid raccoon 10 miles
west of town on Jan 19.

Previous recent reports of rabid
animals in the county involved a rabid
raccoon in the northeast section of the
county on Dec 24, a rabid cat 1 mile
west of Fredericksburg on Nov 22, and
a rabid skunk in the southwestern sec-
tion of town on Nov 10.

Before that, there were no con-
firmed cases of rabies in the county
during a 6-month period from May
through Oct.

Earlier, there were confirmations of
three rabid raccoons in the county from
Jan through Mar and a positive case of
a rabid skunk in Apr.

- The Fredericksburg Standard
Radio Post
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Rabies is spread by coming in contact with the saliva of
an infected animal, primarily through a bite, and although rare,
non-bite exposures such as scratches, abrasions, open wounds, or
mucous membranes contaminated with saliva or other potentially
infectious material (such as brain tissue) can occur. Although
rare, there are also documented cases of human-to-human
transmission through the transpiantation of infected organs.

The CDC describes the nature of the rabies virus as one that
“infects the central nervous system, causing encephalopathy and
ultimately death.” After the virus enters your body, it attaches
itself to nerve cells near the site of the infection, multiplies and
then branches out to neighboring cells, with the brain being its
final destination. Incubation, the time from exposure to onset of
clinical signs of disease, may vary from a few days to several years
but is typically 1 to 3 months.

The CDC describes the “first symptoms of rabies may be
nonspecific, flu-like signs — malaise, fever or headache, which
may last for days. There may be discomfort or paresthesia at
the site of exposure (bite), progressing within days to symptoms
of cerebral dysfunction, anxiety, confusion, agitation, progressing
to delirium, abnormal behavior, hallucinations and insomnia. The
acute period of disease typically ends after 2 to 10 days. Once
clinical signs of rabies appear, the disease is nearly always fatal,
and treatment is typically supportive. To date only six documented
cases of human survival from clinical rabies have been reported
and each included a history of either pre- or postexposure
prophylaxis” (receipt of rabies vaccine).

According to the CDC, “rabies kills if it is not prevented.
Once signs of the disease appear in an animal or a human, they
usually die within 10 days. But you can get anti-rabies shots to

fight off the disease. Rabies shots need to be given as soon as
possible after a bite has occurred, before symptoms appear. The
vaccination consists of a series of six shots given over 30 days.”

Postexposure prophylaxis regimen, the treatment program
following rabies exposure in the United States, “consists of a
regimen of one dose of immune globulin and five doses of rabies
vaccine over a 28-day period. Rabies immune globulin and the
first dose of rabies vaccine should be given as soon as possible
after exposure. Additional doses of rabies vaccine should be given
on days 3, 7, 14, and 28 after the first vaccination. Current
vaccines are relatively painless and are given in your arm, like a
flu or tetanus vaccine.”

The medical treatment following rabies exposure has
improved greatly from the horror stories of the past — “you’ll get
10 shots in the stomach with huge, square needles.” The CDC
is happy to report that although not completely painless, people
exposed to rabies will receive one shot given around the area of
the bite, with the rest being given in the arm. Sometimes an
additional shot is required the first day if they are unable to give
it all around the site of the bite. The rabies shots produce an
immune response, which helps the body fight off the virus. The
shot makes the body produce antibodies that kill the virus.

The CDC recommends that “if you are exposed to a
potentially rabid animal, wash the wound thoroughly with soap
and water, and seek medical attention immediately. A health care
provider will care for the wound and will assess the risk for rabies
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The following information will help your health care provider
assess your risk:

 the geographic location of the incident

 the type of animal that was involved

* how the exposure occurred (provoked or unprovoked)

» the vaccination status of animal

* whether the animal can be safely captured and tested

for rabies

Steps taken by the health care practitioner will depend on
the circumstances of the bite. Your health care practitioner should
consult state or local health departments, veterinarians, or animal
control officers to make an informed assessment of the incident
and to request assistance. The important factor is that you seek
care promptly after you are bitten by any animal.

The old adage “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound
of cure” is never more applicable than in the case of rabies, and
the CDC recommends the following rules you can follow to help
prevent the spread of rabies.

Be a responsible pet owner:
» Keep vaccinations up-to-date for all dogs, cats and ferrets.
This requirement is important not only to keep your pets from
getting rabies, but also to provide a barrier of protection to you,
if your animal is bitten by a rabid wild animal.
* Keep your pets under direct supervision so they do not come
in contact with wild animals. If your pet is bitten by a wild
animal, seek veterinary assistance for the animal immediately.
¢ Call your local animal control agency to remove any stray
animals from your neighborhood. They may be unvaccinated
and could be infected by the disease.
* Spay or neuter your pets to help reduce the number of
unwanted pets that may not be properly cared for or regularly
vaccinated.

Avoid direct contact with unfamiliar animals:
* Enjoy wild animals (raccoons, skunks, foxes) from afar. Do
not handle, feed or unintentionally attract wild animals with
open garbage cans or litter.
* Never adopt wild animals or bring them into your home. Do
not try to nurse sick animals to health. Call animal control or
an animal rescue agency for assistance.
¢ Teach children never to handle unfamiliar animals, wild or
domestic, even if they appear friendly. “Love your own, leave
other animals alone” is a good principle for children to learn.
* Prevent bats from entering living quarters or occupied
spaces in homes, churches, schools, and other similar areas,
where they might come in contact with people and pets.
¢ When traveling abroad, avoid direct contact with wild
animals and be especially careful around dogs in developing
countries. Rabies is common in developing countries in Asia,
Africa and Latin America where dogs are the major reservoir of
rabies. Tens of thousands of people die of rabies each year in
these countries. Before traveling abroad, consult with a health
care provider, travel clinic, or your health department about the
risk of exposure to rabies, preexposure prophylaxis, and how
you should handle an exposure, should it arise.

For additional information, please reference the Centers for
Disease Control Website at:
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvrd/rabies/Introduction/intro.htm
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Mishap Statistics Scoreboard

FYO5 Aircraft

Fatal

As of February 28, 2005

‘Aircraft
Destroyed

Aircraft
Damaged

B AF

4+

4.8¥

12 AF

AA

AWFC

ANG
(ACC-gained)

AFRC
(ACC-gained

Class A

Class B

3

OEL's

FYO5 Weapons

As of February 28, 2005

Aircraft Notes

February's only Class A occurred when an E-4
shelled a motor in flight. During yesterday’s
flight, | heard, “Aux, 2 is blind.” Naturally, | re-
sponded, “Left 9, 2 miles, 20° High.” Unfortu-
nately, my wingman was on MY left (I should
have said “Right 3”), and | forgot to use my call
sign.  Comm discipline is crucial! As it turns
out, it wasn’t my wingman who had made the
original call, it was another element sharing the
Aux frequency. There is no greater asset than a
sharp wingman. This day, mine put an end to
all this foolishness with one perfect radio call.
“Jake 2 is visual, your left 9, 2 miles, 20° low,
no joy my left 9.” Let's strive to make every ra-
dio call perfect. Check yourself before you
wreck yourself. Fly Safe!

Ground Notes

ACC experienced 4 Class A mishaps during the
month of Feb. Two were PMV4s, 1
miscellaneous and 1 on-duty industrial. This
brings ACC's total to 8 for FYO5, a reduction of
28 percent over FYO4's total of 11 mishaps.
Lack of seat belt use, alcohol use, speed, and
darkness continue to be the leading causal
factors in these mishaps. We must continue to
remind all our Airmen to use the principles of
Personal Risk Management in all they do.

Weapons Notes

Great Work! Only one mishap in the month of
February. Continue to enforce the use of tech
data and following warnings and cautions.
Weapons continue to lead the way with over 4
years with no Class A mishaps, knocking on
wood as | type this! However, over the past 6
months we have seen a huge rise in tech data
violations. Given this trend, the weapons com-
munity could jeopardize the fifth year of zero
Class A mishaps. Continue to use Operational
Risk Management and be safe!

Class A - Permanent Total Disability; Property Damage $1,000,000 or more

Class B - Permanent Partial Disability: Property Damage between $200,000 and $1,000,000

Class C - Lost Workday; Property Damage between $20,000 and $200,000

*Non-rate Producing

130

Symbols for Mishap Aircraft

A-10 F-16 -2

—;i;~4~ X A+ 4

F-4 HH-60 F-15 RQ@-4 T-38

F/A-22 April 200.











